Temporary Event Notice – Advice about Noise Nuisance

· An objection to a Temporary Event Notice (TEN) can only be made by the Police in relation to the Crime and Disorder Licensing Objective

· The Public Nuisance Licensing Objective is not grounds for an objection and occasionally leads holders of TENs to believe that noise and nuisance is not an issue that they have to consider.

· Irrespective of whether a TEN or other License is held, everyone is subject to the normal rules relating to noise and Statutory Noise Nuisance.

· These rules affect businesses, charities and private individuals alike.

· For example a Statutory Noise Nuisance would occur if noise from your event affects occupiers of another premises to an unreasonable extent. This could lead to being served with a formal Notice which if this was ignored, prosecution (with fines of up to £20,000) and / or seizure of noise equipment.

· Under the Noise Act 1996, a Fixed Penalty Notice of up to £500 could be served if noise after 11pm was measured above specified levels inside a nearby residential premises.

How to Avoid Noise Problems

· Planning the event carefully to ensure that noise levels are not unreasonable for any adjacent residents, given the time of day.

· Particular care will be required for any events that continue after 11pm, when most people will expect to be sleeping and no noise from outside events should be audible in their home at all.

· Publicising an event, its purpose and its finish times (then sticking to those times) will go along way to appease most potential complainants.

· Remember that you only have a right to hold the event on your specified premises, the noise from the event should not significantly spill over the boundary.

· Monitoring the noise from the event, by periodically walking around the boundary will give you the best idea how well noise is being contained or where it is escaping.

· Have a mechanism to control noise levels where necessary (liaison with band / DJ, doors and windows to be closed, event to stop after a certain time etc.).

· When the guests leave the event, try and ensure that they do so calmly and quietly. If your guests go on to cause a nuisance when they are off the premises, complainants will still consider you responsible for their behaviour.







