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Summary 
This was carried out as part of a National project by the HSE following their publishing of a revised programme of legionella interventions to promote the control of legionella risk, based on several outbreaks that have occurred over the last 10 years.  The HSE has risk assessed and grouped the following types of premises into the following risk categories with risk 1 being the highest and risk 3 being the lowest.

[1] Cooling towers & evaporative condensers

[2] Spa pools; hot & cold water systems

[3] Fire sprinkler units, pressure washers, spray humidifiers, fogging & water misting systems, emergency showers, train/car & bus washers, out/in-door fountains, water features & irrigation systems.

The HSE inspect risk level 1 premises on an annual basis, and local authorities.  The aim of this project was to target premises with spa pools (risk level 2) across the District, carry out inspections, provide advice or take enforcement action when necessary.
Method 

A list of known spa and swimming pools across the District was put together based on what is recorded on our database and officer’s knowledge.  Many of these premises are already routinely visited by our EP team who carry out routine Legionella and Bacteriological sampling and so it was agreed that these would not be included as part of the project.
As a result, three premises were targeted, all of which are hotels, and all were targeted on the same day by appointment.  Each inspection was carried out by one EHO and accompanied by an experienced water sampling officer.  Bacteriological and Legionella samples were taken.  Documentation was looked at including risk assessments, and H&S policies & procedures.

For any of the premises visited where standards were found to be below satisfactory, officers have been working with those premises since to achieve compliance.
Resources 

One officer from the Authority attended spa pool management training provided by the Liaison Group.  This information was cascaded to the Officer carrying out the project.

Associated documentation was provided by Brighton & Hove City Council.

The equivalent of one week of an inspector’s time was spent on this project. 

Findings & observations
During the visits the following points were observed: 

1. Of the three bacteriological samples taken – one was satisfactory, one was borderline and one failed.  The borderline and failure when resampled were satisfactory.
2. Of the three legionella samples taken – all three were satisfactory however one did detect legionella and therefore required a resample which was then satisfactory.

3. Two of the three premises showed generally good spa management however a voluntary closure was carried out of one premise which showed generally poor management.
4. Two of the premises were carrying out hand dosing on a relatively routinely basis and emphasis was put on the reliability of this in ensuring consistent levels of chemicals within the pools, where automatic dosing would be considered as a more appropriate method.

5. Almost all of the premises had had their sand filters replaced relatively recently but not all could provide us with evidence of when this was.

6. Daily records for all premises were not necessarily being checked and verified by management to ensure that the correct procedures were being carried out.

7. Two of the spa’s had to be reminded as to the minimum age for children using the facility.

8. One of the premises had an addition water feature which has been located on a water circulation system for years but only recently was tested for legionella and poor results were found.  This has now been put permanently out of use.
Conclusions and opportunities for further development of this project 
1. All inspections demonstrated the importance of the spa and swimming pools being run on a day-to-day basis by staff that were trained and considered to be competent in this subject area.

2. The project proved to be very successful in identifying compliances and non-compliances regarding this part of the legislation.  It served as a reminder to those businesses inspected, of the importance in ensuring that adequate controls are in place and that these are maintained.

3. Repeating this project every couple of years would be considered to be very valuable.
Report by Lauren Smith, Senior Environmental Health Officer, 2nd September 2014 

Approved by Ian Brightmore, Health Protection Manager, 2nd September 2014
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