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Flood Zones

Flood Zone 2
Flood Zone 3a
Flood Zone 3b

1 in 25-year ev ent used to
define Flood Zone 3b
Flood Zone 3a used to
define Flood Zone 3b

Flood Zone 1: Com prises land assessed as h aving a less th an 
1 in 1000 annual prob ab ility of river or sea flooding in any year 
(<0.1% AEP).
Flood Zone 2: Th is zone c om prises land assessed as 
h aving between a 1 in 100 and 1 in 1,000 annual probab ility of 
river flooding (0.1% - 1% AEP) or between 1 in 200 and 1 in 
1,000 annual probability of sea flooding  (0.1% – 0.5% AEP) in 
any year.
Flood Zone 3a: Th is zone c om prises land assessed as h av ing  
a greater th an 1 in 100 annual prob ability of river flooding
(>1.0% AEP) or a greater th an 1 in 200 annual probability of 
flooding  from  th e sea (>0.5% AEP) in any year.
Flood Zone 3b: Th is zone c om prises land wh ere water h as to 
flow or be stored in tim es of flood (th e functional floodplain). 
Th e SFR A identified th is Flood Zone as land wh ic h  would flood 
with  an annual probab ility of 1 in 20 years, wh ere detailed 
m odelling  exists.  Wh ere th e 1 in 20-year outputs are not 
availab le, th e precautionary approac h  h as been taken, 
surrogate return periods h ave been used (e.g. 1 in 25-year (4%
AEP), if availab le). Wh ere th is was not availab le, th en Flood 
Zone 3a h as been used.
If a proposed developm ent is sh own to b e in Flood Zone 3, 
furth er inv estigation sh ould be undertaken as part of a detailed
site-specific FR A to define and c onfirm  th e extent of Flood Zone 
3b.
Th e Environm ent Agency regularly reviews its h ydrolog y, 
h ydraulic m odelling  and flood risk m apping, and it is 
im portant th at th ey are approac h ed to determ ine wh eth er 
updated (m ore ac curate) inform ation is availab le prior to 
com m encing  a site-specific FR A.


