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1.	Chichester District Council commissioned a study from consultants Peter Brett Associates (now Stantec) to consider the transport implications of the development proposals in the emerging Local Plan.  The document Transport Study of Strategic Development Options and Sustainable Transport Measures[footnoteRef:1] sets out the transport implications at a local plan level, informed by strategic transport modelling of known and proposed development in the Preferred Approach Local Plan Review 2035.  The study was published alongside the Preferred Approach Plan for consultation in December 2018. [1:  Available on the Council’s website at Supporting evidence - Local Plan review: Chichester District Council (document 13).] 

2.	The Study contained an assessment of what the transport impacts of the proposed development was and identified the interventions required to make that development acceptable in planning terms.  The study did not identify that a new vehicular crossing was necessary to support delivery of 1,250 homes at Southbourne.  
3.	Therefore the draft Policy AL13 did not list a new vehicular crossing as a requirement of the level of development proposed.  However, in recognition of the known issue of congestion and waiting times associated with the existing arrangements, and the potential for improvements to be made, the draft Policy states that development will be expected to address opportunities as they arise to improve the situation relating to the various existing or planned railway crossings.
4.	Following the Preferred Approach consultation, the Council considered the representations received in response to the draft policy[footnoteRef:2] and determined that given the scale of development and importance of this issue, that a further detailed look at the additional vehicular crossing was warranted and commissioned a further study from Stantec consultants on this issue   [2:  Available on the Council’s website at https://chichester.oc2.uk/document/reps/138 ] 

5.	The report Southbourne Level Crossing Baseline Safety Review[footnoteRef:3] includes a baseline review of the level crossings at Stein Road and Inlands Road.  It utilised information from the previous Transport Study and then conducted more detailed local modelling of the local network. [3:  Available on the Council’s website at Supporting evidence - Local Plan review: Chichester District Council (named Stantec Report on Southbourne Level Crossing, document 42)] 

6.	The report states that an indicative trigger point for an additional vehicular crossing may be reached when 750 homes have been delivered north of the railway line.  Given that the development assumptions for the option east of the village used for the study included 152 dwellings south of the railway line, this resulted in an indicative trigger of 902 dwellings overall.
7.	However. when considering if an additional vehicular crossing should be a requirement for the envisaged development at Southbourne, the report concluded as follows (para. 5.5.3) - 
The outputs of this study are intended to provide an indicative trigger point for a bridge rather than to prescribe when a bridge is required and must therefore be understood in the context of the limited nature of the modelling exercise to be indicative rather than prescriptive. There may be other options available to reduce or manage car traffic during the peak period, including sustainable transport and additional local facilities in association with the new development.
8.	Therefore the Council’s current understanding is that the evidence is not indicating that a new vehicular crossing should be a requirement for the level of development envisaged at Southbourne in the Preferred Approach Local Plan or providing justification that it should be.  The situation is being kept under review with the potential for further modelling and surveys to update and inform the position prior to finalising of the position in the emerging Chichester Local Plan.
9.	This work was undertaken in liaison and discussion with highways officers from West Sussex County Council.  Following completion of the study, and subsequent consideration of comments received, the following technical statement was agreed with the highways officers – 
This report has been prepared drawing upon the most recent information available on the existing and forecasted traffic flows, including the information contained in the document Transport Study of Strategic Development Options and Sustainable Transport Measures published in December 2018 in support of the Preferred Approach Local Plan.  It is considered that this currently represents an appropriate technical basis for carrying out this work.  The findings however will be kept under review in the light of changing circumstances including the review of ongoing transport modelling in support of the emerging Local Plan and the potential for future traffic surveys at such time as traffic flow patterns are seen to have stabilised following lifting of Covid restrictions.  However at present this represents the best available evidence on the likely need in transport terms for an additional railway crossing at Southbourne.
Page 1 of 2

